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Abstract

The current study investigates how some models invoked in the
Arabic tradition are echoed in the personal narrative of the Palestinian
poet Fadwa Tuqan, in addition to pessimistic then optimistic existential
tendency, as presented in Rihla Jabalieh....Rihla Sa’ba (translated into
English as 4 Mountainous Journey: A Poet 's Autobiography) and Arrihla
al-As’ab (The Most Difficult Journey).

The traditional models present in her narrative are personified in
the odalisque Dananeer as portrayed in Al-Asfahani’s Kitaab Al-Aghani
(The Songs) and the two poets Ibn al-Rumi and Abi al-‘Ala al-Ma’arri.
As for the aforementioned existential tendency, the researcher has noted
the poet’s propensity towards pessimism in the first part of her
autobiography brought about by loss she experienced in the death of her
brother. He has also noted her tendency to be optimistic in the second part
of her autobiography, despite the occupation of what was left of Palestine
in the 1967 War, an optimism brought about her transcendence of her
personal grief, which coalesced with the prevailing grief of the
Palestinian people.



